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Terms apin: 2004 
Craig S. Adams 
C. Timothy Hardin 
Lisa H. Jamjc-son 
Rklwd L. Sp<nw 

Terms apin: 2005 
Harry W. Wolff 
RJ,onch S. Jollcy 
Rick Triplett 
R.. Eric Viehnun 

SCHOOL IAW 
(WWY.•.sc-hoollawscction.org) 
Budg« Codt: 9370 
Cr<2rcd 1970 
Oue1: S2S.00 
Lynn Rossi Scott. Chair 
Lonnie Holling.:swonh. Chair-Elect 
W:iyn<" Haglund, Vice Chair 
K.e,•in Lung-.,..itz. SccrctaryITrel.SUrer 
(.is., Brown. lmmt'Qi11e Past Ch:iir 
l\'1ic:had J. Black. Board Advisor 

Terms expire 2006 
0 1,ulcs M. Hornhcrgcr 

Ch1.rlcs J. Jaoobu, 
Ch2rlc, E. King 
Arthur Neale Pons 

Terms expire 2007 
Janna R. Mdton 
James Mincey 
Molly Thornberry 
David A. Weathcrbie 

Joh.n F. l..2.ndgraf. AJrern21e Board Advisor 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION & GENDER IDENTIFICATION 
ISSUES 
(www.,og;;cx.org) 
Budg,,Code: 9372 
c r,.,,cd 199s 
Dues: $10.00 
Itek Thompson. Chair 
Jc-rry Simonaux. Vice Chair 
Kem Runer. Sccrer:ary 
L« I! Jeronimo, Treasurer 
John A. Nechman. Immediate Past Chair 
Ralph H. Brock. Bo:ard Advisor 
Mdjnda C. McMichad. M .D .• Altern:ue Board Advisor 

Temu cxpi.tt 2004 
Rogrr Seo« Oonlcy 
S!eph:a.nic K:uri.ana 

TAXATION 
("-ww.tcx.utaxs«tion.org) 
Budger Code: 9375 
Cre,icd 1?43 
Oues:$25.00 
Ja,per G. "Jae!, T•ylor m. Ch.ir 
R. 0:avid Whc.tt. Chait-Elect 
William P. Bowers. Secretary 
Gene Wolf, Trc-a.surer 

Gonulct.Tcnn., a.pin: 2005 
Bill Goodman 
Stc-,·en K.irkJand 

Robert V. Gibson, Immediate [)asc Ch:a..ir 
Glenn A. Perry. Board Advisor 
Mic.h.acl A. Ellion. Ahem.ace Boatd Advisor 

Terms expire 2004 
Stc,·en D. Moore 
Jeffrey E. Sher 
Kc"in J. Thom.a.son 

Tcnns cxpitt 200S 
T yr« Collier 
Allen 8. Craig 
L:any Jones 

Tel"Ol,S apire 2006 
E. Rhen 81.1c:k 
Oanid J . .Micc-ichc 
Josh O. Ungerm2n 

WOMEN AND THE IAW 
(www.cxwomenfaws«tiOn.org) 
Budge, Cooc: 9394 
Crearcd 1 980 
Dues: $20.00 
Judy NC)', Chair 
Teresa Oxford. Chair-Elecr 
D'Metria Bc-n-son. Vice Chair of Membership 
li$.ll Smith, Vice Qujr o(Newsl«tcr 
M:ara Blan. S«rcr:uy 
Lisa Hern.an<ln. Crc:asurcr 
Suianne Ouv>JI, Chronolog;si 
Miscy M. Vemura. Immediate P;ist Chair 
Lind.1. R. Buttt'r, Board Advisor 
Jen1\ife, G. Durbin, Aller~t<' Board Advisor 

Terms apire 2004 
Ralph H. Brock 
Avo Srcven!i Butler 
Sherr)' Wet.sch 

Tums apin: 2005 
Kath)' Cannon 
Charlone Harper 
Ronnie Harrison 
Carolyn Moore 
Carmen Samaniq;o 
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Administrative and Public Law • African Amc?rican Lawyers 
• Altemative Dispute Resolution • American Indian Law • 
Animal Law • Antitrust and Business Litigation • Appel­

late • Asian Pacific Interest • Aviat'ion taw • Bankruptcy 
l.aw • Business Law • Computer & Technology • Construc­
tion Law • Consumer Law • Cor·porate Counsel • Criminal 
Justice • Entertainrnenl' & Sports Law • Environmental and 
Natural Resources • Family Law • General Practice, Solo 
and Small Firm • G,ovemrnent l.awyers • Hec:llth Law • His­

panic Issues • Individual Rights and Responsibilities • 
Insurance Law • Intellectual Property Law " International 

law • Judidal • Juvenile Law • Labor and Employment Law 
• Law Student Division • Legal Assistants Dh,ision • Litigog 
tion • Military law • Oil, Gas and Energy Resourc:e.s Law 
• Public Utility Law • Rt::al Estate, Probate, and Trust Law • 
School Law • Sexual Orientation & Gendel' Issues • Tax­
ation • Women and the Low 

Section reports are included in the July issue of 
the Texas Bar Journal to keep Texas lawyers 
updated on State Bar section activities. The 
reports do not necessarily reflect the official pol­
icy of the State Bar of Texas. State Bar policy is 
formulated by the State Bar Board of Directors 
or by the membership through referendum. For 
more information about sections or about ioin­
ing a section, visit www.texasbar.com or call 
(800)204-2222 or (512)463-1463, Ext. 1420. 

www.texasbar.com 



TBJ I 2003-2004 Section Reports 

deregulatory efforts create an ever­
shifting landscape of law and rules that 
must be applied in public utility law 
practice before agencies and the courts. 
The constant change also presents reg­
ular challenges to practitioners attempt­
ing to advise clients about the 
regulatory and financial landscape. 

The section focuses its educational 
efforts primarily on its annual seminar, 
which was held in Austin on Aug. 22, 
2003. The seminar's featured speakers 
included Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission Chair Pat Wood III and 
Texas Public Utility Commissioners 
Julie Parsley and Brett Perlman. The 
section council worked to assist mem­
bers in receiving relevant continuing 
legal education at events hosted by 
utility-related industry and trade 
organizations. The section's website, 
www.txutilitylawsection.org, provides 
information to its members on issues of 
common interest. 

The 2004 annual seminar is sched­
uled for Aug. 20 in Austin, and the sec­
tion welcomes attendance by attorneys 
who are or may be interested in public 
utility law practice. 

Barbara McComas Anderson CHAIR 

The section is the second largest 
State Bar section. 

The Reporter is published quarterly 
and is delivered electronically to all 
section members with registered email 
addresses. (Members are encouraged to 
opt for electronic delivery.) 

The section's CLE library on its 
website, www.reptl.org, has added a 
significant number of outlines from 
courses throughout the state. The CLE 
library is available without cost to mem­
bers. The outlines and Reporter issues 
are searchable and downloadable. 

On the real estate side, the Property 
Owners Association Committee spon­
sored a forum to explore adopting the 
Uniform Property Association Act. The 
Title Insurance Committee acted as an 
information source about proposed new 
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RESPA rules submitted by HUD to Con­
gress. The Real Estate Forms Committee 
and the Title Examination Standards 
Committees continue their yeoman-like 
efforts in updating and refining their 
fine products. 

On the probate side, the Probate and 
Trust Code committees are drafting leg­
islative proposals concerning probate, 
guardianship, and trust law issues for 
the 2005 legislative session, including 
the incorporation of select provisions of 
the Uniform Trust Act. Members of the 
council involved in the drafting of the 
Prudent Investor Act and Principal and 
Income Act adopted during the 2003 
session are educating lawyers about 
those at seminars throughout the state. 

The section continues to support 
Texas C-BAR (Community Building with 
Attorney Resources), which provides 
pro bono legal services to nonprofit, 
community-based organizations devel­
oping affordable housing and other 
community infrastructure for low­
income communities. The section has 
provided financial support and has a 
seat on the C-BAR Board of Directors 
through 2005. 

Lynn Rossi Scott CHAIR 

Newsletter - Co-editors Jon 
McCormick and Michael Shirk have 
done a great job ensuring that the 
School Law Section Report is pub­
lished three times a year. Articles 
address a wide range of education law 
issues, including legislation, employ­
ment law, student rights, open govern­
ment, school funding and foundations, 
sovereign immunity, and the 50th 
anniversary of the Supreme Court 
school desegregation case, Brown v. 
Board of Education. 

Website (www.schoollawsection.org) 
- Webmaster Lonnie Hollingsworth 
keeps the site updated, and ensures 
that it includes a list of members, a cal­
endar of upcoming events, a brief histo­
ry of the section, copies of past 
newsletters, and links to various educa­
tion law research sites. 

Member Services - This year, the 
section focused on two important 
events - the State Bar Annual Meeting 
and the annual summer retreat. First, at 
the State Bar Annual Meeting, with the 
assistance of Ann Manning and Elneita 
Hutchins-Taylor, the section commem­
orated the 50th anniversary of the 
Supreme Court's decision in Brown v. 
Board of Education and celebrated the 
swearing-in of Kelly Frels, the first 
school lawyer to become State Bar pres­
ident. Second, the section's important 
and very popular event is its annual 
two-day summer retreat, CLE seminar, 
and golf tournament, which will be held 
on July 16-17 at the San Luis Resort on 
Galveston Island. Program chairs Joy 
Baskin and Miles Bradshaw have 
planned excellent CLE, including Fair 
Labor Standards Act, the Pledge of Alle­
giance, First Amendment issues, con­
struction, special education, and the 
latest developments in school law. 

Rich Thompson CHAIR 

Newsletter - SOGII Issues, pub­
lished three times a year, contains 
updates on gay, lesbian, bisexual, trans­
gendered, and HIV law; member news; 
and upcoming, section-related events. 

Website (www.sogiitx.com) - The 
section developed and launched its 
new website this year. The site includes 
the purpose of the section, its bylaws, 
upcoming events, and section newslet­
ters. The site has a related links page 
and a page inviting interested persons 
to join the section. 

Member Services - In September, 
the section co-hosted its first telephone 
CLE event with the State Bar, "In the 
Wake of Lawrence: Understanding the 
Momentous Decision and the Legal 
Challenges Ahead." In December, it 
presented a domestic partnership 
insurance resolution to the members of 
the State Bar of Texas Insurance Trust. 
The section also reintroduced a formal 
resolution that would expand the class 
of eligible insureds for health insurance 

www.texasbar.com 
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The resolutions presented here will be considered for adoption by the State 

Bar Resolutions Committee at the annual meeting in San Antonio. Resolutions 

adopted by the committee will be considered by those attending the general 

session. If adopted by that body, the resolution expresses only the majority 

opinion of those attending the general session, not the State Bar membership. 

At the time the Bar Journal went to press, the 

resolutions printed here were still undergoing 

the review process. 

Proposed Resolution of the 
Sexual Orientation end 
Gender Identification Issues Sedion 

WHEREAS, the current health insurance plans offered by 
the State Bar of Texas Insurance Trust do not allow (1) a 
member of the State Bar of Texas to purchase health insur­
ance for an adult, other than a spouse or child, who resides 
in the same household as a member of the Bar or (2) an eli­
gible law firm to purchase health insurance for its employees 
that allows a firm employee to obtain health insurance for an 
adult, other than a spouse or child, who resides in the same 
household as the employee; and 

WHEREAS, many members of the Bar and employees of 
eligible law firms have domestic partners or take care of eld­
erly parents, grandparents, or other relatives who need 
health insurance; and 

WHEREAS, group health insurance plans exist that allow 
a plan participant to cover as dependants adults who reside 
in the same household with the plan participant; and 

WHEREAS, access to affordable health insurance is of the 
utmost important to members of the State Bar of Texas; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, by the membership of the Sexual Orienta­
tion and Gender Identification Issues Section of the State 
Bar of Texas (1) that the Board of Trustees of the State Bar of 

392 I Texas Bar Journal I May 2004 

Texas Insurance Trust is strongly urged to expand the class 
of eligible dependents for health insurance to include any 
adult who resides in the same household with a member of 
the State Bar of Texas or an employee of an eligible law firm 
and (2) that copies of this resolution be delivered to the 
members of the Supreme Court of Texas, the officers and 
directors of the State Bar of Texas, and the section chairs of 
the State Bar of Texas. In making this resolution, the section 
takes no position on whether the State Bar of Texas Insur­
ance Trust should require proof of insurability for the 
expanded class of eligible insureds. 

Rick Thompson, Chair 

Proposed Resolution of the 

International law Section 
WHEREAS, in August 2002, the House of Delegates of the 

American Bar Association (ABA) adopted the Report of the 
Commission on Multi-Jurisdictional Practice (MJP Report) 
which included proposed amendments to the ABA's Model 
Rules of Professional Conduct (the Model Rules); 

WHEREAS, the aim of the MJP Report was to modernize 
state regulation of international cross-border legal services and 
provide coherent guidelines for the states to align their existing 
rules with the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS); 

WHEREAS, with respect to international practice, the 
MJP Report urges states to adopt two international rules per­
taining to (a) the ability of foreign lawyers to serve as foreign 
legal consultants in the United States and (b) the status of 
foreign lawyers who advise clients on non-US law matters 

www.texasbar.com 




