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www.TexasBar.com

OUR MISSION

The mission of the State Bar of Texas is to support the administration

of the legal system, assure all citizens equal access to justice, foster

high standards of ethical conduct for lawyers, enable its members to

better serve their clients and the public, and to educate the public

about the rule of law and promote diversity in the administration of

justice and the practice of law.
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
Budget Code: 9343
Created: 1986
Dues: $20.00
Howard M. Bookstaff, Chair
Robert Guest, Board Advisor
Roy Brantley, Alternate Board Advisor

JUVENILE LAW
(www.juvenilelaw.org)
Budget Code: 9344
Created: 1986
Dues: $25.00
Jill Mata, Chair
Hon. Richard Ainsa, Chair-elect
Kevin Collins, Secretary
Laura Peterson, Treasurer
Nydia Thomas, Immediate Past Chair
Christina Melton Crain, Board Advisor
Hon. Jo Ann Reyes, Alternate Board Advisor

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW
(www.laborlaw.org)
Budget Code: 9345
Created: 1947
Dues: $30.00
Robert Sheeder, Chair
Kathy Boutchee, Vice Chair
Clara Burns, Secretary
Prof. Richard R. Carlson, Treasurer
Enrique Chavez, Jr., Immediate Past Chair
Steve James, Board Advisor
John Kazen, Alternate Board Advisor

LAW STUDENT DIVISION
Budget Code: 4070
Created: 1979
Dues: $15.00
Greg Siemankowski, Chair
John Busch, Vice Chair
Anna Lee Alford, Secretary
Gary Nickelson, Board Advisor
Kristy Piazza Blanchard, Alternate Board Advisor

LEGAL ADMINISTRATORS DIVISION
Budget Code: 4085
Created: 1987
Dues: $50.00
Herbert Holloway, Chair
Larry McDougal, Board Advisor
Mark Kelly, Alternate Board Advisor

LGBT LAW 
(www.lgbtlawtx.com)
Budget Code: 9372
Created: 1998
Dues: $20.00
Jacqueline Houlette, Chair
Shelly Skeen, Vice Chair
Stephanie Hall, Secretary
Mike Jackson, Treasurer
Matthew P. McChesney, Immediate Past Chair
Eduardo Juarez, Ex-Officio Member
Chris Walter, Ex-Officio Member
John Trevino, Board Advisor
Cindy Tisdale, Alternate Board Advisor

LITIGATION
(www.litigationsection.com)
Budget Code: 9347
Created: 1979
Regular Dues: $30.00
Sustaining Dues: $100.00
Michael C. Smith, Chair
Christy Amuny, Chair-elect
Patricia Long Weaver, Vice Chair
Craig Enoch, Secretary
Paula Hinton, Treasurer
Lonny Hoffman, Newsletter Editor
Alex Roberts, Associate Newsletter Editor
Jeff Chandler, TYLA Representative
Hon. Paul Green, Supreme Court Liaiason
Hon. Linda S. McDonald, Immediate Past Chair
Cindy Tisdale, Board Advisor
Ricky Richards, Alternate Board Advisor

Term Ends 2013
Hon. Kim Brown
David Hazlewood
Riley Shaw

Term Ends 2014
Kameron Johnson
Marisela Ledezma
Hon. Mike Schneider

Term Ends 2015
Ann Campbell
Michael O’Brien
Kaci Sohrt

Term Ends 2013
Teri L. Danish 
Dan C. Dargene
Leticia Dominguez
John W. Griffin, Jr.
David Wiley

Term Ends 2014
Jason Scott Boulette
Susan Motley
Shannon B. Schmoyer
Trang Tran
Teresa Valderrama

Term Ends 2013
Pamela Isaacson
Mitchell Katine

Term Ends 2014
Grover Hart
Jonathan Sellers

Term Ends 2013
Jennifer Anne Haltom Doan
Federico G. Hinojosa
Hon. Xavier Rodriguez
Hon. Ken Wise

Term Ends 2014
Cade Browning
Carlos Eduardo Cardenas
Wes Christian
Steve Hayes
George Parker Young

Term Ends 2015
Alex Albright
Hayes Fuller 
J. Paul Manning
Mark Shank 
Amy Stewart
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Section reports are included in the July issue of the Texas 
Bar Journal to keep Texas lawyers updated on State Bar sec, 
tion activities. The reports do not necessarily reflect the 
official policy of the State Bar of Texas. State Bar policy is 
formulated by the State Bar Board of Directors or by the 
membership through referendum. For more information or 
to join sections, visit texasbar.com/sections or call ( 800) 
204,2222, Ext. 1420. 



than 550 participants in attendance. 
During the conference, the section 
continued its long-standing tradition 
of conducting a silent auction to 
raise funds for college scholarships 
and financial aid for deserving youth 
who were originally committed to 

the Texas Juvenile Justice Depart­
ment. This project allows young peo­
ple to attend a college or university 
of their choice where they would not 
otherwise be able to attend. Next 
year's conference is scheduled from 
Feb. 24 to Feb. 26, 2014, at the Omni 
Corpus Christi Hotel. 

The section also continues its col­
laboration with a number of organi­
zations, such as the Juvenile Justice 
Roundtable and Texas Lawyers for 
Children. Through these collabora­
tions we are able to network with 
other juvenile practitioners to share 
expertise and current information 
from around the state regarding spe­
cific delinquency issues and trends. 

As always, the section continues 
its strong collaboration with the Texas 
Juvenile Justice Department. The sec­
tion offers its support to TJJD so that 
the critical needs of our youth and 
the safety of our communities are 
addressed through the juvenile justice 
system. TJJD will again provide its 
invaluable assistance in planning and 
coordinating the section's annual con­
ference coming up in February 2014. 

With the Legislature in session 
this year, the section encourages all 
juvenile practitioners to attend TJJD's 
Post Legislative Conference to learn 
about all the changes affecting delin­
quency cases. The conference will be 
held July 30-31 at the Crown Plaza 
Austin. 

Please visit juvenilelaw.org to learn 
more about the section. 

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW 
Robert Sheeder, Chair 

The Labor and Employment Law 
Section continued its strong tradi­
tion of sponsoring pro bono awards 
and internships. The section awarded 

texasbar.com/tbj 

a total of $29,200 in connection with 
these programs this year. Of that 
total, $20,000 was distributed to four 
organizations for pro bono internship 
stipends, and the remaining $9,200 
was awarded to three other organiza­
tions for pro bono grants, all to be 
used with respect to labor and employ­
ment law issues. 

The section continues to provide 
quality continuing legal education to 
its members. In the fall of 2012, the 
section provided its annual Employ­
ment Law Update in San Antonio. 
In the fall of 2013, this update will be 
held in the Houston area. The section 
also conducts a shorter CLE activity 
at the State Bar Annual Meeting. To 
promote interest in the labor and 
employment law field, the section 
further sponsors an award for the best 
labor and employment law student 
article published in a law review or 
journal of a Texas law school. 

This year, the section launched a 
new and improved website, laborlaw 
.org, that provides to section mem­
bers a jury charge database of em­
ployment law cases, access to the 
section's regularly published newslet­
ters that summarize recent labor and 
employment law cases that are of 
interest to Texas practitioners, and 
highlights the many other activities 
the section undertakes on behalf of 
its growing membership. 

LGBTLAW 
Jacqueline M. Houlette, Chair 

The section reached an all-time 
high membership level with more 
than 400 members in 2013. It con­
tinues to offer its members a variety 
of benefits including updates on cases 
affecting LGBT law, CLE opportuni­
ties, and networking opportunities. 

The section had a productive and 
eventful year. In 2012, the section 
worked with the State Bar of Texas 
to secure bereavement leave for State 
Bar employees with same-sex part­
ners. In addition, the section drafted 
and submitted a proposed bill for the 
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State Bar's legislative package that 
would repeal Texas Penal Code Sec­
tion 21.06, a law that declares homo­
sexual conduct illegal. The board of 
the State Bar voted unanimously to 
include the proposal bill in its legisla­
tive package. For the first time, the 
bill was filed in the Senate as well as 
the House, and for the first time, 
hearings were held in both the House 
Criminal Jurisprudence Committee 
and the Senate Criminal Justice 
Committee. Though ultimately the 
bills were not passed during the 2013 
session, Senate Bill 538 was voted 
out of committee, which also consti­
tutes a first. 

The section is pleased to report 
that for the first time, the Texas 
Minority Counsel Program included 
in its program a panel focusing on 
LGBT Law, which proved to be very 
well received. The section looks for­
ward to expanding its participation in 
that program, as well as co-sponsoring 
several CLEs in the upcoming year. 

OIL, GAS, AND ENERGY RESOURCES 
Timothy R. Brown, Chair 

2013 marks the 75th anniversary 
of the section, making it the senior 
section of the State Bar. To mark this 
milestone, a celebration gala will be 
held on the evening of Oct. 3, 2013, 
in Houston in connection with the 
2013 State Bar advanced oil and gas 
course, at the Westin Galleria, Con­
sort Ballroom. Dr. Daniel Yergin, 
author of the Pulitzer prize-winning 
The Prize, and the follow-up to that 
work, The Quest, has agreed to deliver 
the keynote address for the evening. 

The section continues to offer qual­
ity CLE courses, with record-level 
attendance at its two largest CLE con­
ferences, the one-day Ernest E. Smith 
Oil, Gas, and Mineral Law Institute, 
and the two-day Advanced Oil, Gas 
and Energy Resources Law Course in 
the fall. The section also continues to 
participate in UT Law CLE offerings 
such as Gas and Power, International 
Upstream Energy Transactions, and 
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