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State Bar of Texas Sections and Divisions  SBOT GUIDE 43

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS
justiceofthepeacesection.com
Budget Code: 9343
Created: 1986
Dues: $20
Howard M. Bookstaff, Chair 
Janet Marton, Vice Chair 
Scott Henry Fournier, Secretary 
Katherine Marie Chancia, Treasurer 
David Kent, Board Advisor
Aldo R. Lopez, Alternate Board Advisor

JUVENILE LAW
juvenilelaw.org
Budget Code: 9344
Created: 1986
Dues: $25
Kameron D. Johnson, Chair
Kaci Singer, Chair Elect
Patrick Gendron, Secretary
Mike Schneider, Treasurer
Riley N. Shaw, Immediate Past Chair
Audrey Moorehead, Board Advisor
Amie Peace, Alternate Board Advisor

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW
laborlaw.org
Budget Code: 9345
Created: 1947
Dues: $30
John W. Griffin, Jr., Chair
Teresa Valderrama, Chair Elect
David L. Wiley, Secretary
Prof. Richard R. Carlson, Treasurer/Newsletter Editor
Dan C. Dargene, Immediate Past Chair
Leticia Dominguez, Emeritus Member
Katherine L. Butler, Emeritus Member
John V. Jansonius, Emeritus Member
Laura Gibson, Board Advisor
Leslie W. Dippel, Alternate Board Advisor

LAW STUDENT DIVISION
Budget Code: 4070
Created: 1979
Dues: $15
Steven Traeger, Chair
Urvashi Morolia, Secretary
Cherika Edwards, Immediate Past Chair
Madison Easterlin, Membership Director
Sarah Keathley, Board Advisor
Jeff Chandler, Alternate Board Advisor

LEGISLATIVE AND CAMPAIGN LAW
legislativeandcampaignlaw.com
Budget Code: 9348
Created: 2014
Dues: $20
Andrew Cates, Chair
Ross Peavey, Chair Elect
Elizabeth Hadley, Secretary
Royce P. Poinsett, Treasurer
Donna Garcia Davidson, Immediate Past Chair
Christopher Oddo, Board Advisor
Michael J. Wynne, Alternate Board Advisor

LGBT LAW 
lgbtlawtx.com
Budget Code: 9372
Created: 1998
Dues: $20
Claire Bow, Chair
Nicole Therese LeBoeuf, Vice Chair
Ernest Herrera, Secretary
Ashlee Dunham, Treasurer
Gary Neal Schumann, Immediate Past Chair
Neil D. Kelly, Board Advisor
Wendy S. Burgower, Alternate Board Advisor

Terms Expire 2018
Christopher V. Bacon
Jason Scott Boulette
Susan Denara Motley

Terms Expire 2019
Gilbert Luis Sanchez

Shannon Brown Schmoyer
Trang Q. Tran

Terms Expire 2020
Teri L. Danish
Susan L. Hutchinson
John Andrew Wenke

Terms Expire 2018
Janet Marton
Howard Bookstaff
Hon. Mike Yarbrough
Riecke Baumann

Terms Expire 2019
Randy Sarosdy
Michael Scott
Scott Fournier
Katie Chancia
Kevin Fulton

Terms Expire 2018
William “Bill” Cox
Patricia Jean Cummings
Michael Charles Obrien

Terms Expire 2019
Cynthia Porter Gore
Elizabeth A. Henneke
Stephanie L. Stevens

Terms Expire 2020
Frank Adler
Kim Hayes
Jana Jones

Terms Expire 2018
Ross Fischer
Hon. W. Royal Ferguson
Elizabeth Ross Hadley
Royce Pabst Poinsett

Terms Expire 2019
Andrew S. Cates
Donna Garcia Davidson

Terms Expire 2020
Thomas Allen Forbes
Jack Wallace Gullahorn
J Pete Laney

Terms Expire 2018
Elizabeth Brenner
Brett A. Christiansen
Ashlee Elizabeth Dunham
Matthew James Heberlein
Brian David Hill
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND PUBLIC LAW •  AFRICAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS •  ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION •  ANIMAL LAW

ANTITRUST AND BUSINESS LITIGATION •  APPELLATE •  ASIAN-PACIFIC INTEREST •  AVIATION LAW •  BANKRUPTCY LAW • BUSINESS LAW

CHILD PROTECTION LAW • CIVIL LIBERTIES & CIVIL RIGHTS • COLLABORATIVE LAW • COMPUTER AND TECHNOLOGY • CONSTRUCTION LAW

CONSUMER AND COMMERCIAL LAW • CORPORATE COUNSEL • CRIMINAL JUSTICE •  ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORTS LAW

ENVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL RESOURCES LAW •  FAMILY LAW • GENERAL PRACTICE, SOLO, AND SMALL FIRM

GOVERNMENT LAW • HEALTH LAW •  HISPANIC ISSUES

IMMIGRATION AND NATIONALITY LAW •  INSURANCE LAW •  INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW • INTERNATIONAL LAW

JUDICIAL •  JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURTS •  JUVENILE LAW •  LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW • LAW STUDENT DIVISION

LEGISLATIVE AND CAMPAIGN LAW •  LGBT LAW •  LITIGATION •  MILITARY AND VETERANS LAW • MUNICIPAL JUDGES

NATIVE AMERICAN LAW • OIL, GAS, AND ENERGY RESOURCES LAW • PARALEGAL DIVISION • POVERTY LAW • PUBLIC UTILITY LAW

REAL ESTATE, PROBATE, AND TRUST LAW •  SCHOOL LAW •  TAX •  WOMEN AND THE LAW •  WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

Section reports are included in the July issue of the Texas Bar

Journal to update Texas lawyers on State Bar section activities.
The reports do not necessarily reflect the position or official
policy of the State Bar of Texas, which is formulated by the
State Bar Board of Directors or by the membership through
referendum. For more information or to join a section, go to

texasbar.com/sections or call (800) 204-2222, ext. 1420.

2017-2018 State Bar of Texas

SECTION

REPORTS

532 Texas Bar Journal • July 2018 texasbar.com



continued to work to make its website
more dynamic and meaningful, includ-
ing by inserting contact information
for section members on the website.
The section’s focus for the past few

years has been, and continues to be,
increasing member involvement and
identifying ways to give back to the
membership. Section members who
would like to be involved in commit-
tees for the upcoming bar year are
encouraged to contact council mem-
bers with their interest.

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW

John Griffin, Chair

Among the larger and more diverse
sections, the Labor and Employment
Law Section features attorneys who
practice plaintiffs’ law and defense law,
as well as in-house counsel. While the
section does not ordinarily take sides
on legislation that affects workers and
employers, it does promote more effi-
cient litigation and conflict resolution
and respects the right to trial by jury.
Reflecting the balance of interests,

the section’s council consists of an
equal number of plaintiffs’ attorneys
and defense attorneys, and the chair
rotates between those interests. The
combination of cohesion, candor, and
concern for clients works remarkably
while building friendships that cross
many lines. 

LAW STUDENT DIVISION

Steven Traeger, Chair

The Law Student Division had
another active year, and once again
many students took advantage of joining
the division online. For a $15 annual
membership fee, law students receive
all the great benefits that are available
to licensed attorneys, including a
monthly subscription to the Texas Bar

Journal and the Texas Young Lawyers
Association’s eNews and free access to
Fastcase and Casemaker. Each student
receives a student bar card, a free T-shirt,
and free registration to TexasBarCLE
live and video replay seminars and
complimentary written materials.

Student representatives at each of the
state’s American Bar Association accred-
ited law schools continued to host infor-
mational programs for their respective
schools, contributing to the success of
the division. The Law Student Division
also offers two scholarships for members
each year.

LEGISLATIVE AND CAMPAIGN LAW

Andrew Cates, Chair

The Legislative and Campaign Law
Section enjoyed a fruitful fourth year
as one of the fastest growing sections
of the State Bar of Texas. As has
become customary, the section put on a
large continuing legal education event
in December. The well-attended seminar
covered conflict of interest require-
ments for Texas administrative agency
employees and revolving door provi-
sions applicable to state agencies. The
CLE featured a presentation from the
Texas Ethics Commission on ethics
reform, a conversation with investigative
journalist Jay Root from the Texas
Tribune on how the press can track
down bad behavior at the state level,
and presentations by members of the
section knowledgeable in the area.
The section now issues several e-

newsletters throughout the year featuring
analyses of recent court decisions
involving elections, redistricting, and
campaign finance, in addition to
updates on Texas Ethics Commission
meetings, rulemakings, and opinions
of interest to members. Moreover, the
section is still pursuing a Texas Board
of Legal Specialization certification in
this practice area and has begun con-
versations to work with law students
on in-depth research papers regarding
the role of lawyer-lobbyists and the
myriad disciplinary and statutory rules
that apply to the practice. 

LGBT LAW

Claire Bow, Chair

In 2017-2018, the LGBT Law Section
again worked closely with the State
Bar to produce a full day of live CLE
covering LGBT legal topics. The sec-

tion also provided content for the 12th
annual Bill of Rights CLE course and
hosted the social mixer after both
events.

LITIGATION 

Carlos Eduardo Cárdenas, Chair

The Litigation Section responded
to the needs of its members and com-
munities in the Gulf Coast, Harris
County, and Southeast Texas areas
resulting from the wrath of Hurricane
Harvey. When an explosion and fire
damaged the Houston office of Lone
Star Legal Aid during the flooding,
the section appropriated an emergency
donation of $5,000 to aid LSLA in
rebuilding. The section supported
nonprofit legal aid and community
services by funding $93,500 in grants
and internships, with over $50,000 of
those donations earmarked for the
direct relief of Harvey victims.
The section continues to empower

its membership by providing quality
legal publications, The Advocate and
News for the Bar, and the production of
over 10 hours of free CLE, all of which
are accessible at litigationsection.com.
In the interest of fiscal responsibility

and financial prudence, the section
adopted policies on expense reimburse-
ment and investment fund expenditures
to ensure the stability and growth of
the section’s mission and programs.
With an eye toward its future success,

the section is formulating a strategic
long-term plan to ensure the relevance
of the section to its membership and
to study the future of litigation.  

MILITARY AND VETERANS LAW

Dawn M. Laubach, Chair 

The Military and Veterans Law
Section provided training and materials
regarding important issues impacting
service members and veterans. On
October 12-14, the section co-spon-
sored a CLE with the San Antonio Bar
Association on military divorce and
retirement with topics such as the
Board of Corrections of Military/Naval
Records, Service Members Civil Relief
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