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State Bar of Texas Sections and Divisions  SBOT GUIDE 43

LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT LAW
laborlaw.org
Budget Code: 9345
Created: 1947
Dues: $30
David Linwayne Wiley, Chair 
Shannon Schmoyer, Chair-Elect 
John Andrew Wenke, Secretary 
Richard R. Carlson, Treasurer
Teresa Valderrama, Immediate Past Chair 
Katy Butler, Ex Officio Emeritus
Dan Dargene, Ex Officio Emeritus
Malinda Gaul, Ex Officio Emeritus
Leslie W. Dippel, Board Advisor
Robert E. McKnight, Jr., Alternate Board Advisor

LAW STUDENT DIVISION
texasbar.com/lawstudentdivision
Budget Code: 4070
Created: 1979
Dues: $15
Brandon Cofield, Chair
Emily Hall, Membership Director 
Shirley King, Vice Chair
Quinn Burns, Secretary 
Derek Cook, Board Advisor
John Charles “Charlie” Ginn, Alternate Board Advisor

LEGISLATIVE AND CAMPAIGN LAW
legislativeandcampaignlaw.com
Budget Code: 9348
Created: 2014
Dues: $20
Elizabeth Hadley, Chair
Royce Poinsett, Vice Chair
J. Pete Laney Secretary
Hugh Brady, Treasurer                                                                           
Ross Peavey, Immediate Past Chair
Emily Miller, Board Advisor
Santos Vargas, Alternate Board Advisor 

LGBT LAW 
lgbtlawtx.com
Budget Code: 9372
Created: 1998
Dues: $20
Ray Beck, Chair
Molly Whitman, Vice Chair 
Luis Medina, Secretary 
Matthew Heberlein, Treasurer
Nicole Therese LeBoeuf, Immediate Past Chair 
Rebekah Steely Brooker, Board Advisor
Jason C.N. Smith, Alternate Board Advisor

LITIGATION
litigationsection.com
Budget Code: 9347
Created: 1979
Dues: $30
Sustaining: $100
Jennifer Haltom Doan, Chair
Hon. Xavier Rodriguez, Chair-Elect
Cade Weston Browning, Vice Chair 
Geoffrey Alan Gannaway, Secretary 
J. Paul Manning, Treasurer 
James “Wes” Christian, Immediate Past Chair 
Carlos Eduardo Cardenas, Emeritus Member   
Paula Hinton, Emeritus Member
Craig Enoch, Emeritus Member  
L. Hayes Fuller, Ex Officio Member  
Hon. Paul W. Green, Supreme Court Liaison
Raymond Baeza, TYLA Representative 
Alistair B. Dawson, Board Advisor
Santos Vargas, Alternate Board Advisor

Terms Expire 2020 
Christopher V. Bacon 
Jason Scott Boulette 
David Robert Schlottman 
Trang Q. Tran
Kathryn J. Youker 

Terms Expire 2021 
Karla Jackson Edwards 
Andrew S. Golub 
Susan E. Hutchison 
Gilbert Luis Sanchez 
Marlene C. Williams

Terms Expire 2020 
Andrew S. Cates 
Donna Garcia Davidson 
Edward M. Shack

Terms Expire 2021                   
Ross Fischer 
Thomas Allen Forbes 

W. R. “Royal” Furgeson, Jr. 
Jack W. Gullahorn

Terms Expire 2022
Juliana Cruz Kerker
Rahul Chiyyarath Sreenivasan 
Linda Kelly Townsend 
Thomas Trenton Townsend

Terms Expire 2020 
Briana Danielle 
August Abby 
Danill Brown 
Quinn Macy Burns 
Abraham S. Chopin 
Zecharias M Embaye 

Emily Nicole Hall 
Mikayla Sheri McIntyre 
Robert Colton Payne 
Julian Saldivar, III
Alexandra Lee Thompson 
Ms. Michael Lee Wong

Terms Expire 2020 
Madeleine Rose Dwertman 
Marc Jason Krasney

Terms Expire 2021 
Michael Debnam 
Michael James Ritter

Terms Expire 2020 
Elizabeth C. Brandon 
Hon. Robin Malone Darr
Andrew L. Kerr 
Alissa Rubin Gomez
Rebecca Simmons

Terms Expire 2021 
Slater Chalfant Elza 
Sofia Amabel Ramon 
Christine Lynne Stetson 
Morgan Gaskin Thomas 
Raymond L. Thomas, Jr.

Terms Expire 2022 
Jason Paul Fulton 
Hon. Chari Lynn Kelly 
Karen S. Precella 
Amy Leila Saberian 
Rebecca Vela
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Section reports are included in the July/August issue of the Texas Bar Journal to update Texas
lawyers on State Bar section activities. Section membership and dues are voluntary. These
reports do not necessarily reflect the position or official policy of the State Bar of Texas,
which is formulated by the State Bar Board of Directors or by the membership through
referendum. The Animal Law Section did not submit a report. For more information or to
join a section, go to texasbar.com/sections or call 800-204-2222, ext. 1420.
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updates on the Texas Ethics
Commission, an update and review of
the Sunset process from the Texas
Sunset Advisory Commission, and a
look ahead at the interim legislative
year. The section has enjoyed hosting
several happy hours throughout the year
for members to network and
communicates regularly with members
through newsletters and e-blasts with
updates on state and federal laws
affecting legislative and campaign law, as
well as court decisions and ethics
commission opinions applicable to the
profession. The section participated in
the 2019 State Bar Annual Meeting by
providing a half-day CLE that featured
a legislative and ethics update and a
presentation on state and federal
election law. 

LGBT LAW

Elliott Beck, Chair

The LGBT Law Section began the
2019-2020 year at the Annual Meeting
by hosting a full day of CLE, leading a
local LGBT Bar Association Affiliate
Congress, hosting back-to-back
receptions, and participating in the
State Bar of Texas Diversity Forum. The
section provided financial and
promotional support to local LGBT bar
organizations in Austin, Dallas, and
Houston, in addition to organizational
and programming resources. In
December, the section worked closely
with the State Bar to produce another
full day of live CLE covering a broad
array of LGBT legal topics titled
“LGBTQ Legal Issues in Changing
Times: What Every Texas Practitioner
Needs to Know.” Presentations
included a legislative update, current
LGBT issues before the Supreme
Court, and LGBT immigration and
asylum, followed by a networking event
after the CLE for leaders in the LGBT
legal community from around the state.
The section also reconnected with its
fellow minority bar associations by
hosting a table at the 2019 Texas
Minority Counsel Program, and it is
assisting the National Trans Bar
Association in establishing a third hub
in Texas, which would be the only
location in existence outside of a major
coastal city. 

LITIGATION

Jennifer Doan, Chair

The section continued to excel in its
mission of empowering advocates,
promoting justice, and preserving the
rule of law. Through the Litigation
Champions Challenge, the section
exceeded membership and
participation goals, and Sustaining
Membership reached historical gains.
The Texas Legal Legends continued to
thrive with the induction of James
Sales and James Coleman—two lions
of the bar who effected positive change
by enforcing the rule of law, acting as
gatekeepers of justice, and making a
difference in countless lives. Giving
back through pro bono services,
numerous grants, much needed
internships to nonprofit legal
organizations, and CLE scholarships
continued as a section hallmark. The
award-winning publication The
Advocate covered stirring symposia on
pro bono, ethics, effective trial
advocacy, and the Litigation Update
Institute, while News for the Bar
provided bimonthly news, pointers,
and “Top 10” articles. Litigation
Update Institute, the Annual Meeting,
and litigationsection.com delivered
exceptional CLE. The Litigation
Section canceled several in-person
CLEs, changing course to prepare
exceptional online CLE opportunities
instead. The section’s new strategic
plan provides guidance into the next
decade and forecasts changes for all
Texas lawyers. Finally, all of these
benefits and more are on
litigationsection.com—a revamped,
one-stop and must-have resource for all
Texas trial lawyers. 

MILITARY AND VETERANS LAW

Wade Faulkner, Chair

Wow, what a tremendous and
incredible year for the Military and
Veterans Law Section and world. First,
the section’s CLE for spring 2020—like
many sections’ CLEs—fell victim to
COVID-19 and stay-at-home orders.
MVLS will be back in the fall with
Chair-elect Jon Shelburne leading
instructive CLE for military and VA
law. MVLS, true to its name, will
present CLE for those attorneys who

practice military law and/or veterans
law. VA law has undergone a sweeping
change since February 2019. Military
law also experienced major changes in
2019, and the effects of many of those
changes are starting to show up both in
trial and on appeal. The MVLS plans to
host two CLEs—one in the fall and
another in the spring. Each will be full
of important information concerning
both military and veterans law. The
MVLS CLEs planned will enable VA-
accredited attorneys to understand and
best represent their veteran clients. The
MVLS invites any Texas attorney with
an interest in military justice or
veterans law to join the Military and
Veterans Law Section.

MUNICIPAL JUDGES

Laura Anderson, Chair

COVID-19, social distancing, video
conferencing, court closures, essential
hearings, and interpreting emergency
orders from the president, governor,
Texas Supreme Court, county judges,
and mayors. What happens when
someone violates emergency orders?
Can we close our court? How do you
Zoom anyway? Where do we start?
First, we wash our hands. After looking
at precedent, the section was somewhat
prepared for court closures because two
years ago at the State Bar of Texas
Annual Meeting, Judge Elaine Marshall,
presiding judge of the city of Houston
Municipal Courts, hosted “How
Houston Survived Harvey: Getting
Your City Ready for Disaster.” The
panel included the police chief, who
spoke of building relationships prior to
the disaster, planning, and being
nimble. The section also looks to the
Texas Municipal Courts Education
Center and the Office of Court
Administration for guidance. With
traditional seminars on hold, both
agencies went into overdrive by setting
up opportunities not only to learn
remotely but also conduct hearings
remotely. The 2020 section meeting
will host a panel called “Mental
Health and Municipal Courts: How
Judges Can Lead.” The question of
whether or not the meeting will be
conducted remotely should be
answered by the time of publishing. 
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